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Town of West Bridgewater 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

1st Fl. Conference Room, Town Hall 

65 North Main Street 

  

 15 August 2017 

Minutes 

 

6:30 PM      Chairman Tim Hay (TH) called the meeting to order with Commissioners Lee Anderson (LA), 

Moe McCarthy (MM), and Steve Winters (SW) in attendance. Agent John DeLano (JD) and Secretary Kitty 

Doherty were also in attendance.   

▪SW / MM motioned to approve Minutes for 1 August 2017 as presented, so voted.   

 

New Public Hearing:  

61 Ash Street NOI (328 - 728)  Collins Engineering / Raymond Hashem;  to upgrade the existing septic system 

for a SF residential home in the vicinity of the 50' Buffer Zone;  

Submitting Green Cards, Dave Klenert represented the applicant with this presentation. The existing cesspool 

must be replaced.  The only area on the property that passed a perc test, even for a raised system 4’ above the 

foundation of the home, was in the rear corner of the lot.  A pump system design has been approved by the 

BOH.   JD asked if an advanced treatment system could be installed; see the agent's notes.  LA asked about 

installing a tight tank; Klenert said the state does not allow a tight tank in the WL.  Commissioners favored 

double protection with a secondary treatment system to service 6 bedrooms in this very wet area. Klenert will 

look at the double system idea.  

•MM / SW motioned to continue the discussion at the next meeting on 5 September 2 017, so voted.  

 

 

Map 12, Lot # 9 NOI (SE 328 -  )  LEC / E.O. M.S. Recycling facility, to construct a new recycling plant in 

Brockton with the stormwater basin within the Buffer Zone of an Isolated Vegetated Wetland in West 

Bridgewater;   

Green Cards were submitted, Consultants Claire Hoogeboom (LEC) and Scott Rogers (Holmgren) presented a 

general overview for Phase 1 of a new recycling complex proposed off Oak Hill Way in Brockton. One of the 

facility's four retention basins will fall on land in West Bridgewater abutting Water Department property.  The site is 

a gravel, sandy area previously excavated, near the MBTA tracks and falling within 25’ of Edson Brook, a perennial 

stream, and other WL resources.    In 2007 Brockton Conservation Commission issued an EO for unpermitted work 

on the property which resulted in a substantial amount of replication, compensatory flood storage, and replacement of 

undersized box culvers under Edson Brook.   
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Mr. Rogers explained that this project is mostly located in Brockton;  the site will be paved with recycled asphalt,  

with several buildings constructed in 3 phases, two of which will have paved access roads.  The remainder of the area 

will be used for empty container storage. Water in catch basins / manholes will flow into an infiltration basin, 3-1 

slope, gravel road surrounds; roof-drains on the buildings will go to an underground infiltration system.  Consultants 

will meet with Brockton’s Conservation and Planning department on Thursday. TH asked if the consultant foresees 

any changes in this conceptual presentation; depends on input during the permitting process.  Groundwater mounting 

was studied by Nova- Armstrong.  

JD asked about the proposed ground cover within the watershed involved in this filing.  Container storage will service 

both empty and full units as part of the proposed activity. JD asked about installing a berm to contain the water 

running off the containers.  Rogers said this is very early in the planning, but at the minimum there will be a Cape 

Cod berm.  JD asked who owned the property;  Jonathan Seagull is owner. He asked about a test pit; Rogers replied 

that a couple have been done … JD recommends that test pits be done inside the delineation, with himself as a 

witness.  JD questioned the submitted filing fee;  JD remarked that a SWM plan is needed for anything over 5000 

sq.ft.  JD said that he is troubled by the fact that the commission has no target to aim for; this proposal is conceptual.  

Any design changes going forward would need the applicant to reappear before the board.  He said that WB has a 

municipal administrative permitting system that includes all of the relevant boards in communication,  but this project 

will be difficult to monitor as  it is located in Brockton, with no way to know when there are changes to the plan. 

Discussion ensued.   JD said that if we verify the property owner’s name, the monitoring could be accomplished via 

the OOC. There is no guarantee that WB Conservation Commission will be included with future change notification 

for the overall project.  

Eldon Moreira spoke in favor of this project and the integrity of the management. JD recommends a continuance in 

order to do test pits.  TH noticed a potential Vernal Pool in the WB bottom corner of the project area map which 

should be verified.  

•MM / SW motioned to continue the public hearing at  the 5th September 2017 meeting, so voted.   

 

Continued public hearings: 

401 Pleasant Street NOI (SE 328 - 724)  Holmgren Engineering  / David Plante,  to improve the existing landscaping 

and include a settling basin to control stormwater runoff;  

Scott Rogers presented a revised plan which addressed the comments brought forth in previous discussion.   A large 

drainage basin has increased the water storage capacity by 43%.  A concrete v-notch weir has been designed along 

with a concrete pad with a 6” lip to contain any liquids from the machinery.  

▪MM / SW motioned to close the PH, so voted.  

▪MM / SW motioned to issue an OOC within 21 days, so voted.  

5 Manley Street; NOI (SE 328-721) Bracken Engineering/ James Rader, to develop commercial property consisting 

of driveways, parking areas, installation of utilities and construction of a 73,800 S.F. Commercial Building within 

100' of a Bordering Vegetated Wetland (BVW) and Isolated Vegetated Wetland (IVW) ; 
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Applicants have asked for a continuance in order to allow the engineer time to address the 53G Consultant's 

comments.  

▪SW / MM motioned to continue the public hearing to the next meeting, so voted. 

 

0 Belmont Street;  ANRAD (SE 328 - 705) Frank Rebelin  /  William Adams, Trustee, to verify that the wetland 

border identification as flagged is subject to the Wetlands Protection Act;  

▪ MM / SW motioned to continue the PH at the next meeting on 5 September 2017, so voted.   

 

(Note:  Mr. Anderson left the meeting to attend to another matter in Town Hall.) 

 

Lamp Post Estates subdivision NOI;  (SE 328 - 676) Pilling Engineering / Lincoln Street Realty Trust, to review the 

revised Definitive Subdivision Plans and Stormwater Analysis;  

Yesterday Todd Pilling submitted revisions to the original proposal based on input from  Allen & Major and the 

Planning Board Consultant. JD responded; it appears that the information itself is solid, but there are typos in the 

report which need cleaning up. JD needs time to review the report.  

▪MM / SW motioned to continue  the public hearing to 5 September  2017, so voted.    

 

Luke Estates Roadway, off Brooks Place NOI (SE 328 - 708)  Pilling Engineering  /  Al Endruinas, to construct 5,000 

sq.ft. of new subdivision roadway  with subsurface drainage system, 2 drainage outfalls and 1 culvert outfall within 

the 100' Buffer Zone of a BVW;   

The 53G report recommends that small Rain Garden bio-detention basins be incorporated within the landscaping as 

part of a Conservation Easement. The Homeowner Association will be responsible for maintaining these amenities.  

JD asked if the Homeowners' Association will also be responsible for the roadway maintenance.  Engineer Todd 

Pilling doesn’t know.  He requested a copy of Allen & Major's report. Resident Steve Currier said that the lot shapes 

on the plan have changed since the first hearing, maintaining that the runoff water will be pushed into his yard, which 

is unacceptable. He is going to fight this plan design. 

The home elevations have been raised and the roadway elevations lowered, with a swale to take the runoff elsewhere; 

the 53G Consultant wants a review of the culvert size to be sure that it is adequate.  Pipe will be maintained by the 

Homeowners Association.  Discussion ensued between Steve Currier and Todd Pilling regarding the elevations and 

roadway  runoff.   JD explained that the purpose of our 53G review is a safeguard.  It will be the Homeowners' 

Association responsibility to keep the drain open. Swale should work. The applicant is requesting a further 

continuance. 

▪MM / SW motioned to continue the public hearing to 19th September 2017,  so voted.  

 

Luke Drive, off Brooks Place;  NOIs;  lot #3 (SE 328-713), lot #4 (SE 328-712), lot #5 (SE 328-711); lot #6 

(SE 328-710); lot #7 (SE 328 -709); Pilling Engineering /  Al Endruinas, to construct single family homes  with 

septic systems, retaining walls, driveways, and with related grading and utilities within the 100' buffer zone of a 

BVW; 
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▪MM / SW motioned to continue the public hearings to 19th September 2017,  so voted.  

 

Administrative decisions:  

 

125 Bedford Street, (SE 328-549) request for COC. 

▪MM / SW motioned to issue a Certificate of Compliance, so voted.   

 

54 Beacon Street; Informal discussion; garage addition 

Homeowner Mannie Bethoney  and Consultant Richard Alfonso presented an idea to build a garage with 

breezeway.  The WL line has been delineated.  The project is out of the 50’ NT, but is in the BZ and needs a 

little fill; will shoot to present a proposal on the 19th September 2017.  

 

 

JD passed out draft policies on the following items for the commissioners' review, to be voted on the next 

meeting; electronic copy submittal policy for filings, and  pre-meeting deadlines for requesting continuances.  

 

Electronic filing copy policy;  JD has checked with IT Ed Sarro about using town-owned tablets; none are 

available.  They cost about $150 apiece, if bought from our line item account. The Commission felt that it is a 

favorable idea to reduce paperwork and to eliminate carrying the hard - copy files up-and-down stairs in Town 

Hall.   

 

 

Four invoices for 53G payments to Allen & Major were signed.  

 

The COC was signed for Old Mahoney Place at 125 Bedford Street.  

 

▪MM / SW motioned to adjourn at 7:50 PM, so voted.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agent's Report:    

Item #1 New Public Hearing DEP #328-728- Notice of Intent (NOI) #61 Ash St. Septic System Repair for a Single 

Family Home and associated grading in the buffer zone of a wetland   



Minutes & Agent's Report  - 15 August 2017   Page 5 
 

This project is requesting a variance from 50' to 22' for the setback of the leaching facility from the wetland.  In the 

past the commission has asked for additional advanced treatment to be included after the effluent receives primary 

treatment in the septic tank.  The existing failed leaching pit is about 50' from the wetland.  The Board of Health 

review engineer has given the septic system an approval but the wetland setback variance is the call of the 

commission.  There is a very good reason for the state's minimum requirement of 50'.  It was put into the sanitary 

code to provide the necessary buffer from a leaching facility to a wetland.  It was determined that in order to protect 

the wetland from receiving polluted groundwater from beneath a leaching facility a 50' setback distance was needed 

to filter the septic effluent.  If an advanced treatment tank was added to the plan, I would have no objections to the 

reduction of the wetland setback since the quality of the effluent is so much better.  The advanced treatment tank 

does cost extra to the home owner.  The decision depends on the commission's thoughts when they hear what the 

engineer has to say this evening. 

Recommendation:  To be made at the meeting depending on the discussion  

Item #2 New Public Hearing DEP #328-XXX- Notice of Intent (NOI) Map 12-Lot 9, Off Oak Hill Way, Brockton- 

Proposed Recycling Facility 

This project is primarily located in Brockton but has one of the four retention basins located on a  parcel of land in 

West Bridgewater.  The basin is a retention basin instead of a detention basin.  This means it will leach the drainage 

runoff from the large paved recycling site into the ground.  This ground happens to abut the Town of West 

Bridgewater Water Department land.  It appears that no test pits were dug in the vicinity of the retention basin and I 

never trust that the water table has been determined correctly until I see it for myself.  In addition, the applicant has 

not submitted the delineation fee for the wetland line.  The wetland line has not been verified by me and I will need 

some more time to do so.  Perhaps the test pits can be witnessed by me and the wetland line can be checked at the 

same time.  I will also suggest that the applicant check to see if the West Bridgewater Stormwater By-law applies to 

this project.  I have done a quick check and it appears that there is more than 5000 s.f. of land disturbance.  The 

commission may want to have a 53-G consultant review the drainage to make sure that the retention basin will 

function as designed. 

Recommendation:  To be made at the meeting depending on the discussion    

Item # 3 Continued Public Hearing DEP #328-724- Notice of Intent (NOI) #403 Pleasant St. (AKA 401 Pleasant St), - 

After the fact filing  for a Contractor's processing and storage yard with drainage and associated site grading.   

I have reviewed the changes and I now have no issues with the project.  

Recommendation: Motion to issue an Order of Conditions within 21 days.  Motion to close the PH  

Item #4: Continued Public Hearing DEP #328-721- Notice of Intent (NOI) #5 Manley Street-Proposed Commercial 

Development with building, parking, stormwater management and associated site grading 

We have received the final review from the commission's 53-G consultant.  The applicant needs to provide a response 

to the few items noted by the commission's consultant.  The applicant's engineer has asked to be put on the 

September 5th agenda in response to my suggestion.  It seems as if there aren't any major issues left on this project. 

Recommendation: Motion to continue the PH to 09-05-2017 for a the applicant to respond to the final review by 

the commission's 53-G consultant. 
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Item #5: Continued Public Hearing DEP # 328-705–Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Delineation (ANRAD) - #0 

Belmont Street - Wetland Line Approval - Future Residential Lots.   

We have received a request to continue the Public Hearing (PH) until the 09-05-2017 meeting.  The continuance is 

needed due to the commission's 53-G consultant needing time to review the new location of the wetland line on the 

plan.   

Recommendation: Motion to continue the PH to the 09-05-2017 meeting. 

Item #6: Continued Public Hearing DEP # 328-676–Notice of Intent (NOI) – Lamp Post Estates- Corner of Lincoln and 

South Elm Streets - Proposed Single Family Residential Subdivision Project.   

We have received a final review by the commission's 53-G consultant.  Other than some typographical changes 

needed on the plan, the consultant has approved the plans.  We received the review yesterday.  The applicant's 

engineer is coming to the meeting tonight to discuss the project.  I will need a chance to go over the plans once more 

and haven't had the time since yesterday.  Therefore, I am not ready to recommend closing the Public Hearing 

tonight.   

Recommendation: Motion to continue the PH to the 09-05-2017 meeting. 

Item #7: Continued Public Hearing DEP # 328-708- Notice of Intent (NOI) - Luke Estates Roadway - Off Brooks Place - 

Construction of roadway and drainage system    

The commission's 53-G consultant has submitted his review of the latest changes made on the plans.  The 

commission's consultant had a few more concerns that need to be addressed.  The applicant's engineer is coming to 

the meeting tonight to discuss the project.  I have read the comments and recommend the concerns be addressed by 

the applicant's engineer. 

 Recommendation: Motion to continue the PH until 09-05-2017. 

 

Item #8: Continued Public Hearings DEP # 328-709 to 328-713– Five NOIs- Luke Estates Lots 3,4,5,6 & 7 - Off Brooks 

Place - Construction of a Single Family Home (SFH), on-site septic system and associated grading.   

Same comments as above. 

Recommendation: Motion to continue the PH until 09-05-2017. 

Item #9: Administrative Discussion - Certificate of Compliance (COC) request- DEP #SE 328-549) - 125 Bedford Street 

This project was never built.  A new applicant has since filed for a new NOI and has a new DEP File number.  An OOC 

was issued for the new file number.  Therefore, the older file number has to be issued a COC indicating that the 

project was not built to clear the land title at the Registry of Deeds.  

 Recommendation: Motion to issue a COC that indicates the project was never built 

Item # 10: Administrative Discussion - Informal discussion about putting a garage addition to house #54 Beacon 

Street 
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The applicant wants to speak to the commission about the possibility of constructing a garage on his lot.   

Recommendation: No vote can be made since this is an informal discussion so the commission can only provide 

some guidance to the owner as to whether or not he should proceed with the idea. 

Item #11: Administrative Discussion - Designation of Conservation Agent as Department Head 

Kitty found a memo from 2013 that was from the selectmen.  It appointed me the department head.  It appears that 

the commission only has to ratify the appointment if you desire to do so. 

Recommendation: To be made at the meeting depending on the discussion  

Item #12: Administrative Discussion - Electronic Filing Policy of Applications, plans and calculations. 

As a result of discussion at the last meeting, I prepared a written policy for the commission to review. 

Recommendation: The commission should review the policy on their own and be prepared to discuss it at the next 

meeting on 09-05-2017 

Item #13: Administrative Discussion - Deadlines for submitting revisions required by a continued public hearing. 

As a result of discussion at the last meeting, I prepared a written policy for the commission to review. 

Recommendation: The commission should review the policy on their own and be prepared to discuss it at the next 

meeting on 09-05-2017 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kitty Doherty, Secretary 
Minutes accepted 5 September 2017 
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